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and NPA armed offensives 
will rock the Arroyo regime in 2005 


antipeople Arroyo regime in 2005. Ever spiralling 

mass struggles and escalating armed offensives of 
the New People's Army (NPA) are the Filipino people's 
response to the relentless suffering wrought by the 
Arroyo regime. 

The Arroyo regime is even more rapidly disinte- 
grating from within because of furious conflicts 
among rival factions inside the reactionary state's 
armed forces. More and more forces are ready to join 
an anti-Arroyo united front. 
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Revolutionary 
victories 
in Western Mindanao 


This further weakens and isolates the Arroyo 
regime and may eventually lead to its downfall. The 
overthrow of the Arroyo regime is the only just 
response to four years of suffering for the broad mass- 
es of the people, especially the toiling masses. 

It is the Arroyo regime itself that accelerates the 
process of its own collapse. The puppet regime is sub- 
servient to the dictates of US imperialism and the 
international agencies under the latter's control. It 
incites the widespread anger of the masses because 
laws, policies and programs favorable to big foreign 
businesses and their local partners have wrought 
unprecedented suffering on the people. 

The Arroyo regime plans to further punish the peo- 
ple with a slew of new onerous taxes that come on top 
of incessant increases in the prices of petroleum prod- 
ucts and other basic goods and services. The intense 
unemployment problem and wages of workers and 
salaries of government employees pegged at miser- 
ably low levels are intolerable to the people. 

Amid the people's abject poverty, the Arroyo 
regime's foreign imperialist masters indulge them- 
selves, extracting superprofits, interest and loan 
7 payments. The ruling Arroyo regime itself rakes in 

hundreds of millions worth of ill-gotten wealth from 

the national treasury and projects of the reac- 
tionary government. 

Any opposition to these shameless and oppressive 
acts is met with further state repression, using the 
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"war against terrorism" as a pre- 
text. The past year has been 
stained with the blood of scores of 
victims of massacres and summary 
executions, whose targets have 
been unarmed civilians in the 
countryside. Brutal military opera- 
tions, torture, bombings, ransack- 
ing of homes, forced evacuations 
and other serious human rights 
violations go on unabated. 

There is even a plan to raise 
the level of the antipeople war by 
inviting intensified US military 
intervention in the Philippines. 
The political and material support 
that the regime receives from its 
imperialist master emboldens it to 
carry out more dastardly violations 
of human rights. 

The merciless massacre of strik- 
ers and their supporters in 
Hacienda Luisita Inc. (HLI) on 
November 16, the murder of peas- 
ant leader Marcelino Beltran in 
December, and the renewed attack 
on the HLI picket line this January 
where two strikers were shot are 
but the latest of the Arroyo 
regime's most despicable and cruel 
crimes. 

Arroyo's hands are bloodied 
with the massacre in Hacienda 


Bayan 
Vol. XXXVI No. 1 January 7, 2005 


Ang Bayan is published in Pilipino, 
Bisaya, Iloko, Hiligaynon, Waray and 
English editions. 

It is available for downloading at 
the Philippine Revolution Web Central 
located at: 

www. philippinerevolution.org. 

Ang Bayan welcomes contributions 
in the form of articles and news. 
Readers are likewise enjoined to send 
in their comments and suggestions for 
the betterment of our publication. You 
can reach us by email at: 

angbayan@yahoo.com 


Ang Bayan is published fortnightly by the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of the Philippines 


Luisita. In the final analysis, 
Arroyo and her slogans "strong 
republic" and "anti-terrorism" 
actually incite military and police 
officials and personnel to shoot 
down workers and poor peasants. 
Arroyo is determined to suppress 
the struggle for genuine land 
reform. 

In response, peasant mass cam- 
paigns and struggles are being 
boldly expanded and strengthened 
in the face of further repression, 
such as the massacre perpetrated 
in Hacienda Luisita. The call for 
genuine land reform reverberates 
throughout the Philippines. 

The legal democratic movement 
is being boldly expanded in the 
cities and countryside. The worker 
masses are in the forefront, strug- 
gling for wage hikes, higher 
salaries of government employees, 
jobs for the unemployed, housing 
for the poor, and a decent and 
humane life for all. They wage 
resistance against policies and 
measures that cause widespread 
unemployment, casualization, vio- 
lation of democratic rights and 
other hardships on the workers. 

The broad masses oppose the 
unabated increases in oil prices 
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and commodities. They seethe in 
anger over attempts to impose 
additional tax burdens and to 
trample on their social welfare. 
They invigorate their struggles to 
defend the livelihood, welfare and 
democratic rights of workers, 
peasants, other urban poor, pro- 
fessionals and intellectuals, small 
businesspeople and other classes 
and strata aggrieved by imperial- 
ism, reaction and fascism. 

All these stoke the anger of 
the exploited and oppressed mass- 
es, raising their readiness to wage 
resistance. They are overcoming 
their fear of state coercion and 
violence. The people's widespread 
and intense discontent must be 
harnessed and given direction, 


and their anti-imperialist, 
antifeudal and antifascist strug- 
gles boldly expanded and 
strengthened. 


They deliver their most power- 
ful blows on the reactionary US- 
Arroyo regime to isolate and over- 
throw it. 

The revolutionary forces 
expand linkages and alliances with 
groups and elements among the 
ranks of the ruling classes and 
reactionary armed forces that 
stand ready to cooperate to fur- 
ther the welfare of the masses of 
the people and to put an end to 
the Arroyo regime. 

The Red fighters of the New 
People's Army are ready to boldly 
expand and intensify the revolu- 
tionary guerrilla war. The people's 
army is being expanded and 
strengthened. It will launch more 
frequent and more widespread 
winnable tactical offensives this 
year to further weaken the Arroyo 
regime and contribute to the 
efforts of the people to overthrow 
it: 

We will turn 2005 red with the 
banners of a people in protest and 
the flames of the people's army's 
intensified armed offensives. & 
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A fruitful year of revolutionary struggle 
in Central Luzon 


ary struggle in Central Luzon. Consequently, the 
revolutionary forces in the region have entered the 4 
37th year of revolutionary struggle with much enthusi- ¢hig 


KF, 
T he year 2004 was a fruitful year for revolution- ae 
gA 


asm. 


Armed struggle. Victories in the field of armed , 
struggle show a determination to advance revolution 
even in an area composed of vast plains, with no 
thickets to use for cover, and that lies at the 
threshold of the center of reaction in Manila. Most 
striking was the series of victorious NPA tactical of- 
fensives from November 30 to December 15, when the 
Arroyo regime's armed troops were battered in various 
guerrilla fronts of the region. Overall, 52 soldiers and 
policemen were killed in tactical offensives launched in 


Central Luzon in 2004. 


The NPA's tactical offensives 
succeeded because of the active 
participation and support of the 
masses who served as the people's 
army's eyes and ears, the Red fight- 
ers' tremendous fighting spirit, and 
the improvement of fighting tac- 
tics and techniques due to contin- 
uing politico-military training. 

Not a single civilian was 
harmed in the offensives launched 
by the NPA. Soldiers who had al- 
ready surrendered and were hors de 
combat were likewise not harmed 
in compliance with international 
laws of war and out of respect for 
human rights and international hu- 
manitarian law. "This is the com- 
plete opposite of the counterrevo- 
lutionary and antipeople violence 
of the AFP that led to the massacre 
of unarmed mill and farm workers 
in Hacienda Luisita who were mere- 
ly asserting their legitimate de- 
mands and rights," said the Re- 
gional Committee of the CPP in 
Central Luzon. 

Even in defensive battles, Red 
fighters displayed skill and firm re- 
solve, said the CPP-CL, citing fire- 
fights in Peñaranda, Nueva Ecija on 
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October 3 and Pura, Tarlac on Octo- 
ber 11. In Peñaranda, the NPA 
killed and wounded an estimated 
10 soldiers when they encountered 
the 56th and the 71st IBs. The mil- 
itary reported the opposite and 
boasted of having killed eight Red 
fighters. In truth, not a single Red 
fighter was harmed. 

Meanwhile, in Pura, over a bat- 
talion of soldiers and policemen 
tried to annihilate an NPA platoon 
in Sitio Umangan, Barangay Balite. 
Instead, nine reactionary troops 
were killed after three hours of 
fighting in a sugar cane field. Units 
from Tarlac, Pampanga and Nueva 
Ecija reinforced their embattled 
comrades in this firefight. Timely 
information regarding the enemy 
provided by the masses greatly 
helped the comrades in their re- 
treat. 

Agrarian revolution and other 
mobilizations. In a guerrilla front 
in Nueva Ecija, over 4,000 farm 
workers benefited when wages 
were raised for rice planting. An- 
other thousand farm workers who 
were paid a smaller percentage of 
the harvest for reaping benefited 


when the system of sharing was 
shifted in favor of the sharecrop- 
pers. Thousands also benefited 
when farmgate prices were raised 
for unhusked rice (palay) and 
onions in many towns and usurious 
leding rates were reduced. 

Even legal agrarian struggles 
are advancing. The most prominent 
among them is the militant strug- 
gle of the toiling masses in Hacien- 
da Luisita. The strike that began 
on November 6 reverberated with 
cries for job security, higher wages 
and benefits, the scrapping of the 
Stock Distribution Option (SDO) 
and calls for genuine land reform. 
The strike is supported by thou- 
sands of relatives and sympathiz- 
ers. At the core of this struggle lies 
the tillers' longstanding assertion 
of their right to the land that the 
Cojuangcos continue to claim, said 
the CPP-CL. 

"The Cojuangcos and the fascist 
Arroyo regime responded to the le- 
gitimate demands and struggle of 
the toiling masses in the hacienda 
with a massacre," said the CPP-CL. 
Killing 14 strikers and demonstra- 
tors, the massacre has further in- 
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flamed the anger of the worker, peasant and farm- 
worker masses in Hacienda Luisita. It has reaped 
widespread condemnation from both the toiling 
masses and some sections of the ruling class who 
hold the Cojuangcos and the Arroyo regime ac- 
countable for their dastardly crime. 

Urban mass movement. People's struggles in 
the region are advancing vigorously. Local strug- 
gles that have occasionally been linked by provin- 
cial and regional mobilizations have advanced. 
They have kept pace with the national mass move- 
ment and in certain instances have shown great 
initiative in addressing burning issues early on. 
The transport strikes launched against continuing 
oil price hikes are one example. 

On November 29 and 30, a "Lakbay Riles" (rail- 
road march) was launched from Meycauayan to 
Malolos in Bulacan, from Sto. Tomas to Clark in 
Pampanga and from Tarlac City to Bamban in Tar- 
lac to oppose the North Rail Transit Project. The 
$503 million project that began on November 3 
will evict hundreds of thousands of urban poor 
families from Caloocan City to Tarlac. 

Workers continue to struggle for higher wages 
and against contractualization and the suppres- 
sion of their right to form unions and to strike. 
Militant youth oppose tuition fee increases and 
the imposition of unjustified fees, as well as the 
corporatization of colleges and universities conse- 
quent to drastic cuts in funds for education. 

The teachers' mass movement is on the verge 
of resurgence due to the delay in the teachers’ al- 
ready low salaries. 

Meanwhile, the urban poor are opposing the 
demolition of their homes. 

The strengthening of the Party. The Party's 
membership in the region continues to grow, and 
now comes to several thousand. Its growth rate is 
expected to accelerate because of the mass move- 
ment's vigor in both city and countryside. Com- 
rades in the white areas contributed the most to 
the growth of the Party's membership from the end 
of 2003 to 2004. 

The Party paid tribute to revolutionary martyrs 
like Ka Jojo Talens (Boyet or Von), a member of 
the Regional Committee who was among the sev- 
en killed in a firefight in San Felipe, Zambales on 
March 9. The CPP-CL likewise honored the 14 mar- 
tyrs of Hacienda Luisita and Marcelino (Ka Mar- 
cing) Beltran, a peasant leader killed by the mili- 
tary in San Isidro, Tarlac City on December 8. WŒ 


Drawn from the CPP-CL anniversary message 
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Excellent planning, 
advantageous terrain 
and firm links 

with the masses 


Events during the victorious NPA offensive 
in San Ildefonso, Bulacan 


successful ambush in Barangay Pasong Bangkal, 
San Ildefonso, Bulacan on 20 soldiers belonging 
to the 56th IB's "C" Company, killing 14 troops and 
wounding five. The NPA seized 18 high-powered 
: firearms. 
The military 
took pains in 
claiming that the am- 
bushed mil- 
itary unit 
was engaged 
in relief operations 
for typhoon victims. 
No less than the sol- 
diers who survived the 
ambush, however, admit- 
ted that they were on a combat mission. Documents de- 
tailing the mission order and the scope, duration, the 
command and the units involved in their operation were 
likewise seized from 1Lt. Ben Puyao, the commanding 
officer. In addition, none of the soldiers caught in the 
firefight brought any relief items. Above all, the gunbat- 
tle took place in an area far from those affected by the 
flooding. 

In a report, comrades from Central Luzon said that 
it was around 9 a.m. on November 30 when barriofolk 
sent word that the enemy was conducting operations. 
The comrades were still in the process of preparing for 
the day's tasks and decided to avoid an encounter with 
the enemy. At the same time, though, they made sure 
that they were on higher ground. They positioned them- 
selves along a row of mango trees lining a road, far from 
the masses' houses. The mango trees were about 60 me- 
ters away from the highway. The place they chose also 
lay at the edge of the area still covered by thickets. If 
they went any father than this, they would likely be 
spotted. 

While lying in wait, the Red fighters constantly re- 


QO: November 30, a 20-strong NPA unit staged a 
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ceived information from the barriofolk. According 
to the courier, based on their experience, the sol- 
diers usually passed along this roadway whenever 
they conducted operations. It was around 3 p.m. 
when he quickly conveyed the information. 
"They're here, comrades!" he reported. 

The guerrillas readied themselves. A few mo- 
ments later, they saw the enemy walking single 
file. When all of the troops had entered the place 
of ambush, a gunshot shattered the silence. The 
other Red fighters followed suit, and the enemy 
responded with heavy fire. The NPA command gave 
clear orders: no one was to fire unless he or she 
had a clear target. This is to ensure that bullets 
are not wasted. The Red fighters fixed their sights 
on the enemy, making sure that every shot count- 
ed. 

While exchanging fire, the NPA command no- 
ticed that the enemy had not moved and remained 
right where they were first fired upon. The soldiers 
lay huddled inside an excavation. 

"Flank right!" "Take the road!" The CO of the 
NPA unit gave successive commands. Not long af- 
ter, the guerrillas enveloped the paralyzed enemy. 
The fighting lasted one and a half hours. 

Five wounded soldiers surrendered. The com- 
rades gathered them and talked to them. Their 
wounds were treated to the extent possible. Com- 
rades recounted that a soldier pleaded for them to 
simply take the money in his possession. "My wife 
is giving birth. The money for her childbirth is 
there in the bag." But the comrades simply told 
him to get the bag. To his happy surprise, they 
had him keep it. After ascertaining the wounded 
soldiers' condition, the Red fighters released the 
captives. 

A Red fighter, Comrade Anacleto Butuan Jr. 
was martyred in this battle. Two other comrades 
were also wounded. 

The guerrillas proved that an offensive 
against an enemy unit conducting operations can 
succeed through excellent tactics and tech- 
niques, the use of advantageous terrain and firm 
links with the masses. Despite the equal number 
of NPA troops and the enemy, the NPA had the 
advantage because of the firm support of the 
masses. 

With these advantages, the NPA can defeat 
Philippine Army soldiers or even Scout Rangers 
who have supposedly undergone special training. 
The San Ildefonso offensive also showed the NPA's 
capability to quickly come up with an effective 
plan for an offensive that can assure victory. WŒ 
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Relentless violence at the 
Hacienda Luisita picket line 


yo at the Hacienda Luisita Inc. picket line 
continues without letup. The latest attack oc- 
curred this month, when armed men shot at close 
range two strikers, George Loveland and Ernesto 
Ramos, who were manning the picket line at the ha- 
cienda's West Gate at around 11 p.m. on January 5. 
Loveland and Ramos are both in critical condition in 
a hospital due to serious bullet wounds in the chest. 
Policemen surrounding the picket line did not lift a 
finger when the shooting took place. 

Earlier, peasant leader Marcelino "Ka Marcing" 
Beltran, a key witness to the Hacienda Luisita Mas- 
sacre in November, was killed in his own home on 
December 8. Ka Marcing chaired the Alyansa ng mga 
Magbubukid sa Tarlak (AMT), was vice president of 
the Alyansa ng mga Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon 
(AMGL) and was the Anakpawis party representative 
for Tarlac. 

CPP spokesperson Gregorio "Ka Roger" Rosal 
strongly condemned the slaying of Ka Marcing and 
the shooting of Loveland and Ramos, saying it was a 
desperate measure on the part of the Arroyo regime, 
the Cojuangco clan and the fascist AFP and PNP to 
dampen the determination of HLI workers to fight 
for just wages and job security and obtain justice for 
the victims of the Hacienda Luisita massacre. 

The CPP in Central Luzon also strongly con- 
demned the murder and declared that the New Peo- 
ple's Army in the region will punish bloodthirsty mil- 
itary and police units mercilessly victimizing people 
peacefully asserting their rights. 

In December, an NPA team disarmed the tactical 
command post of the 69th IB in Mexico, Pampanga. 
The 69th IB was directly responsible for the mas- 
sacre of strikers and demonstrators at HLI on No- 
vember 16 and the murder of Ka Marcing the follow- 
ing month. 

On December 26, Jose Agtalon, spokesperson of 
the Josepino Corpuz Command of the NPA in Central 
Luzon also stated that those guilty of the massacre 
in Hacienda Luisita will be arrested and tried before 
a people's court. They include Gloria Arroyo, some 
members of the Cojuangco clan and Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE) secretary Patricia Sto. 
Tomas who issued an assumption of jurisdiction or- 
der which served as basis for successive violent at- 
tacks on the HLI picket line. AB 


Victories of the revolutionary people 
and movement in Western Mindanao 


have many reasons to celebrate the Party's 36th anniversary. In 

the past year, the region effectively carried out its revolutionary 
tasks and contributed to the national call to intensify and expand peo- 
ple's war. It launched mass struggles, further expanded and consolidat- 
ed its guerrilla base and raised the NPA's armed strength in the re- 
gion. 

Hundreds of families benefited from the minimum land reform 
program led by the Party. Farm workers in rice and coconut lands en- 
joyed wage hikes. Usury was reduced by 50%. Transportation costs for 
agricultural products were also reduced. And the unjust practice of 
subtracting a certain percentage from the weight of copra (supposed- 
ly to allow for moisture loss) was eliminated. Prices of basic com- 
modities in village stores have also been reduced, and production 
through cooperation developed. 

These were attained through the collective action of poor peas- 
ants, farm workers and lower-middle peasants who launched demo- 
cratic consultations and dialogues and conducted alliance work. Al- 
so launched were campaigns to defend human rights as well 
as education, literacy, culture, health, production 
and other campaigns to promote the people's 
welfare. 

The memberships of peasant, women, 
youth and other organizations are now 
in the tens of thousands, expanding the 
people's organizied strength. The overall 
mass base now comes to several hun- 
dreds of thousands and is expected to 
grow even more in 2005. 


T people and the revolutionary movement in Western Mindanao 


The support and participation LS 
of peasant organizations in the $ 
armed struggle has grown more aS 
vigorous, encouraging many peas- a L 


ants to join the New People's Army, 
thereby further strengthening the latter's armed capability. 

The reactionary army has failed to defeat the platoon formations 
built in the guerrilla fronts. The NPA's experience refutes AFP claims 
that the NPA will never be able to recover its mass base in Western Min- 
danao after it was demolished in the 1980s as a result of grave devia- 
tions. The NPA has successfully returned and resumed operations in 
strategic areas of the region's five provinces. It has overcome the mil- 
itary's intense psy-war campaigns and intrigues, including the decep- 
tive schemes of the RPA-ABB which poses as a revolutionary group. 

The NPA in the region confiscated 30 high-powered firearms in the 
past year. Up to 41 soldiers were killed and 21 wounded in ambushes, 
raids and disarming actions and in encounters with the AFP and CAFGU. 


Drawn from the CPP-Western Mindanao anniversary statement 
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Zamboanga 
del Sur 
© 


Several times, it 
@ has successfully 
defended itself from 
the enemy's surprise 
attacks. 

The extent of the revolution- 
ary movement's influence in West- 
ern Mindanao can no longer be 
denied. In the past election, 
many politicians voluntarily ap- 
proached the revolutionary move- 
ment to seek its permission to 
campaign in areas under the revo- 
lutionary government. 

There has been renewed vigor 
in revolutionary work in the 
cities. As in the countryside, anti- 
imperialist, antifeudal and an- 
tifascist campaigns have been 
systematically launched, includ- 
ing struggles against imperialist 
globalization and the entry of US 
troops into the country. Cam- 
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paigns for land reform and against the Na- 
tional Integrated Protected Areas (NIPA) 
and other anti-lumad projects were also 
launched. The urban mass movement also 
supported struggles in the countryside. 

The Party organization expanded and 
consolidated in both city and countryside. 
The Party's overall membership grew by 45%, 
with new members mostly coming from mass 
Organizations in the barrios. 

In the face of these victories, the CPP- 
Western Mindanao laid down its tasks for the 
coming years to further strengthen the rev- 
olutionary movement in the region. ABI 


.: In Mindanao 


he Party is rooted at present in five re- 

gions in Mindanao. Under these regions 
are guerrilla front committees and a number 
of interregional and municipal committees. 
Hundreds of Party branches may be found in 
barrios, urban poor communities, schools, 
factories and offices. The Party now has 
thousands of members in the island. Mem- 
bership grew by 33% in the past year. 

The Party firmly leads the advance of 
armed struggle in the island. Last year, the 
NPA launched 60 tactical offensives. seizing 
150 high-powered firearms. It operates in 20 
provinces, 200 towns and 1,500 barrios. 

The NPA has established the democratic 
people's government in many localities. 
Thousands have benefited from successful 
mass struggles for the minimum land reform 
program. The Party has led various mass 
campaigns and struggles in the cities and 
the countryside. 

The Party and the revolutionary organiza- 
tions in the island have also maintained 
their alliances with other progressive organ- 
izations. They continue to enjoy excellent 
relations with the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) and expanded alliances with 
progressive elements from the church, 
schools, with government employees and 
even with elements within the reactionary 
military. ABI 


Drawn from the CPP-Mindanao Commission 
anniversary statement 
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The next four years 
under George W. Bush 
n January 20, George W. Bush will be embarking on 
0 a new four-year term as president of US imperialism. 
His clique has been straining to portray his victory 
in the November elections as a demonstration of the Amer- 
ican people's support for his regime's conservatism, mili- 
tarism and unilateral- 
ism. Bush considers 
his victory politi- Y 
cal capital to Y 
continue his y iy Yj 
overall policy Yf 
of military K Ih 
interven- fi MY 
tion and Nd 
aggression A Qn | 
and the un- YY x 
just war on 
Iraq in par- YY 
ticular. hi 

Bush's nar- 
row margin (3%) 
over his principal ie 
electoral opponent, howev- “ 
er, indicates his failure to secure 
decisive support for his adminis- s 
tration's policies. Garnering 51% of the votes to John Ker- 
ry's 48%, Bush was unable to deceive over 55 million 
Americans despite the relentless "anti-terrorist" hysteria 
he whipped up and his control over the government's ma- 
chinery, funds and other resources in the last four years. 

On the one hand, the Bush regime is more stubborn 
than ever in pursuing the US occupation of Iraq and pres- 
suring and attacking other countries it regards as threats. 
Leading the list of these countries are Iran, Syria, Cuba 
and North Korea. 

It is also determined to punish all those that opposed 
the US war on Iraq, including the heads of certain United 
Nations (UN) agencies who questioned the war's legitima- 
cy. The US has already initiated moves to oust UN Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan and International Atomic Energy 
Agency chief Mohamed el-Baradei. 

On the other hand, the Bush government could not pur- 
sue these measures without reaping criticism and opposi- 
tion from both the American people and the people of the 
affected countries. 

First of all, there is no stopping the growing number of 


“Bush...”, continued on page 8 
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Tsunami kills 155,000 in Indian Ocean 


dreds of thousands more were injured and up to five million people lost their homes and their liveli- 


U: to 155,000 died when tsunami struck the eastern and western shores of the Indian Ocean. Hun- 


hood. 


Most of the victims were fisherfolk and other poor residents of coastal communities. 

The tsunami were brought about by an earthquake under the eastern part of the Indian Ocean that meas- 
ured 8.9 on the Richter Scale—the strongest in the last 40 years. 

Most badly hit was Aceh, a province at the northern tip of Sumatra in Indonesia. Up to 80,000 people 


2 Thailand 

3 Malaysia 

4 Sumatra, Indonesia 
5 Sri Lanka 

6 Somalia 


are estimated to have died in 
Aceh, including 40,000 or 80% 
of the population of the town 
of Meulaboh. Aceh is only a 
little over 160 kilometers from 
the earthquake's epicenter. 

Towering waves also bat- 
tered the western part of 
Sumatra, Indonesia's largest 
island. Overall, more than 
100,000 people are estimated 
to have died in Indonesia. 
Meanwhile, up to 30,000 died 
in Sri Lanka; 9,500 in India; 
and 5,000 in Thailand. Deaths 
have also been reported in 
Myanmar, Maldives, Somalia 
and Kenya. 

The Communist Party of 
the Philippines has extended 
its condolences. 


“Bush...”, from page 8 


American soldiers killed and 
wounded in the fighting in Iraq. 
Among other issues surrounding 
the war on Iraq, it is mounting 
American casualties that will ex- 
pand and strengthen the anti-war 
movement in the US. For a greater 
number of Americans, the colossal 
sums Bush pours into the war is 
unacceptable in the face of the 
onerous social security and tax re- 
forms pursued by his regime. 
Secondly, the growing number 
of Iragis killed and their intensi- 
fied suffering in the hands of for- 
eign occupation forces can only 
lead to the escalation of the Iraqi 
people's armed resistance as well 


8 


as that of many other groups in 
the Middle East sympathetic to 
them. This likewise fuels the ex- 
pansion and strengthening of the 
international united front against 
the war in Iraq and the US' mili- 
tarist policies in general. The US 
now faces growing isolation from 
the international community. 
Thirdly, the US' unilateral ac- 
tions further stoke the anger of 
the other imperialist powers that 
it has run roughshod over. The 
tensions between the US and 
Britain on the one hand and Ger- 
many, Russia and China on the 
other that surfaced at the start of 
the war will likely intensify in the 


face of the Bush regime's obstina- 
cy. 

In the end, the Bush regime 
will be forced to choose between 
two options: to go after the much- 
coveted spoils from its wars of ag- 
gression and military interventions 
or face the extensive damage 
wrought by growing opposition to 
the war both in the US and the rest 
of the world. 

Should Bush still refuse to 
yield at that time of reckoning, his 
much-vaunted "capital" will be of 
no benefit to his regime, and he 
will be all the more isolated from 
the American people and the rest 
of the world's peoples. AB 
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So many were killed by the 
tsunami because there was no 
means of forewarning people liv- 
ing along the coastlines. Although 
"tsunameters" are relatively inex- 
pensive and have already been in 
use for over 50 years, the coun- 
tries that were hardest hit did not 
possess such instruments. 

It is the governments of these 
countries that bear the brunt of 
responsibility for the large number 
of casualties. The failure of these 
governments to use "tsunami ear- 
ly warning devices" constitutes 
criminal negligence and proves 
their lack of concern for the hun- 
dreds of thousands of their people 
who live and earn their living 
along the coastlines. 

The US imperialists have been 
especially callous. Even as US 
agencies already suspected the 
formation of tsunami in the Indi- 
an Ocean, no information was re- 
layed to the affected countries. A 
warning, however, was sent forth- 
with to the US military base in 
Diego Garcia. 

In the face of this gigantic 
tragedy, the US announced that it 
would extend a mere $18 million 


What is a tsunami? 


Tsunami (pronounced su-na-mi) are a series of gigantic 
and rapid waves resulting from strong movements under or 
near the ocean as a consequence of earthquakes or volcanic 
eruptions. A tsunami usually consists of a rapid series of 
ebbs and flows along the coastlines. One or more of these 
waves may become gigantic, depending on the shore's dis- 
tance from the tectonic plate movement. Also depending on 
the strength of the tremor or volcanic eruption, a tsunami 
may last up to a few hours. Tsunami usually occur in the Pa- 
cific Ocean which is surrounded by about 1,150 volcanoes 
on land and underwater, in what is called the "Pacific Ring 


of Fire". 


in assistance to the devastated 
countries. An angered interna- 
tional community has assailed 
the niggardly amount shelled 
out by the US for the victims, 
especially since it pales in 
comparison to the US' daily 
$1.5 billion budget for the war 
in, and occupation of, Iraq. 
The Arroyo regime once 
again showed its outright op- 
portunism and utter lack of 
concern for the fate of millions 
of tsunami victims when it 
boasted of benefits to Philip- 
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pine tourism in view of the 
closure of many tourist desti- 
nations in the affected areas. 
In contrast, the commu- 
nists and revolutionary forces, 
especially in Sri Lanka, India 
and Aceh, immediately under- 
took operations to coordinate 
assistance and ensure that aid 
reaches the remotest areas hit 
by the tsunami. In recognition 
of their authority, internation- 
al humanitarian agencies have 
coordinated and cooperated 
with them. AB 


Military violates GRP unilateral ceasefire 


THE Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) violat- 
ed the unilateral ceasefire declared by the Arroyo 
regime from December 16, 2004 to January 4, 
2005. 


Reports reaching Ang Bayan said that soldiers 
launched operations on December 16 in Sitio 
Palompon, Barangay San Isidro, Marihatag, Suri- 
gao del Sur. Two Scout Ranger troops were killed 
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in an ensuing clash with the NPA. 

That same day, the troops of the Philippine 
Army’s 23rd, 30th and 58th IB launched offensives 
in the town of Buenavista, Agusan del Norte. 

On the other hand, contrary to AFP claims, all 
NPA units strictly complied with the ceasefire de- 
clared by the CPP Central Committee from Decem- 
ber 23, 2004 to January 2, 2005. 


